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Die Martis 6“ Die N. ovembris, 17539. 


JI is Ordered by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in Parliament aſſembled, That the 


Thanks of this Houſe ſhall be, and are hereby 


given to the Right Revd. O HN, Lord 
Biſhop of FERNS and LEIGVH LIV, 
for His Sermon preached before this Houſe the 
s th of this Inſt. at Chriſi-Church; and his Lord- 
ſhip is hereby deſired to Print and Publiſh the 
ſame: And that no Perſon do preſume to Print 
the ſaid Sermon, but ſuch as His Lordſhip ſhall 


appoint. 


Hen. Baker Sterne, Cler* Parliamentor. 
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A. 


I. Epiſtle to TIMOTHY, 5 
IT, Chap. 1 Verſe, &c. 


I EXHORT, THAT FIRST OF ALL, SUPPLICATI- 
ONS, PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS, AND GIVING 
OF THANKS,. BE MADE FOR ALL MEN; FOR 
KINGS, AND FOR ALL THAT ARE IN AUTHO- 
RITY; THAT WE MAY LEAD A QUIET AND 
PEACEABLE LIFE, IN ALL GODLINESS AND 
HONESTY. FOR THIS Is GOOD, AND ACCEP- 
TABLE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD OUR SAVIOUR. 


ee 


ly, or more forcibly recommended to us, and 
none, whoſe due performance is intitled, upon the 


Te are few duties, in holy writ, more frequent 


terms of Scripture, to more inſtant benefit, than that, which 


the text recommends, of offering up our prayers, and 
thankſgivings, one for another, and univerſally for all man- 
kind. | 


Loox 


1 


Loox into the hiſtory of God's own people, you will find, 
it abounds with infinite inſtances, of national calamities — J 


precated ; of extraordinary deliverances vouchſafed ; of bleſ= _ 


ſings, public and private, indulged to the members of that 
polity, in conſequence of the collective prayers, and humi- 
lation” of that people, or the more retired devotions of holy 
and pious individuals. You will ſee the tribes, all going up 
to the temple at Jeruſalem, to give thanks to the name of the 
Lord; a holy David at the * of them, upon his knees; 
a wiſe Solomon proſtrate at his own altar; a great Heze- 
kiah at facrifice; and a good Joſiah at public devotions; 
patriarchs and prophets ; erielh and lerites; kings with their 
armies; ſtateſmen with their counſils; and princes with 
their people, praiſing God. 

Tavs the duty ſtood, of prayer and thankſgiving, un- 
der that particular diſp e which God — 2 to his 
own people, 3 for the wiſeſt ends of providence, 
from the reſt of the world; and their religion, as well as 
policy, guarded by the divine ſuperintendence. National 
allegiance had national ſucceſs engaged for its reward, pub- 
lic virtue was public happineſs, and piety, in the congrega- 
tion, had bleſſings, in their collective capacity, enſured to 
it, as well as bleſſings to individuals. 

Fro the different nature of its materials, and the dif. 
ferent ends, propoſed i in the compiling of 7 perhaps it is, 
that we have not, in the new teſtament, recorded ſo many 
inſtances of public deliverances, or national bleſſings, from 
lane rayer and thankſgiving. Chriſtianity was not, though 

was, incorporated intimately with the ſtate. Their 
e and their policy were one and the ſame thing; but 
chriſtianity never meant to interfere with the civil policy of 
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communities, bit only to regulate the faith e che | 
morals'of individuals. es ola» Yona] 
It puts men in mind to be ſubzect to princip &, and | 
powers, and to obey magiſtrates, and that tor 55 tor 
wrath, but alſo for conſcience fake. ft pronounces their 
2 and thankſgivings for kings, and all that are in au- 
thority, not only good in itſelf, but acceptable in the fight 
of God; our Saviour, but- then the form and manner, the 
time and place, the whole exterior: of them, 5 it has elt to 
human prudence, and beyond the happineſs of individuals, 
engages not, immediately, for their political operation. Where 
two or three are met together in God's name, he has promiſed 
to be as effectually in the mitt of chem, as in the aſſem- 
bly of the whole twelve tribes, in the temple at Jeruſalemi. 5 
Var the two great duties of Prag, and thankſgiving ſtand 
at the head of chriſtian precepts; fanctified by the ſting, 
practice of Chriſt himſelf; - and taught and commanded by 
him; preſſed and inforced by every apoſtie; followed by 
every diſciple; practiſed by 405 good primitive chriſtian; 
and hallowed by the laſt breath of the noble army ol of mar- 
tyrs, and confeſſors, 'who died, as they lived; praying for. 
their very murtherers. Afttiable indeelt l. chriſtianity Y, in this 
reſpect, that it has enlarged both the notion, ard the obj ect of 
prayer. They who have &ſpitefully uſed us; and perſecuted 6 
us, have as muck; a title to our our prayers, as thole, Who ye, _ 
eſteem our friends atid bene factors. 79 "if 
Anp confidered' merely Ir Gur ſocial capacity, as a fot 
of creatures, linkt together; -and combined for mutual pro- 
tection and ſecurity; in our very nature, weak and depen- 
dant, and in all our faculties" cinddiidfbribed; What more fit, 


* decent for fuch a claſs of beings, than to be offering 
B | up 


vp our prayers, 6 or our ' tanks, for . ha . 1g of ES gs OO 
defects, or the repair of thoſe infirmities, which we can- 
not. but find. ſo: many bars, in qur ! purſuit of happineſs ? 
What 1 intereſtih g or indeed eſſential to our welfare 

and Preſervation; Who, the better to accompliſh both, have- 

transferred to others, of like paſſions with ourſelves, . ſome- 

of our moſt valuable natural rights, to be exerted by them 

for the common Nr as to be addreſſing our prayers to 

the great creator, an governor of the world, by whom 
kings reign, and princes decree li for the guidance. 

of his holy ſpirit, for ſhowering down upon them Wa: grace: 
and favor; that they may the better execute the grea 

repoled in them, to their own, honor, and the — of 
their conſtituents? 

'« I EXHORT, THAT FIRST OF ALL, SUPPLI- 

« CATIONS, PRAYERS, , INTERCESSIONS, AND: . 
« GIVING. OF. THANKS, BE MADE FOR ALL. 
« MEN; FOR KINGS, AND FOR ALL THAT ARE. - 

« IN AUTHORITY; THAT WE, MAY LEAD A 
« QUIET AND PEACEABLE LIF E, IN. ALL GOD- 
« LINESS AND HONESTV. FOR _ THIS IS GOOD, 
« AND ACCEPTABLE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD: | 
« OUR SAVIOUR. _ | 

AND in truth, whatever; either 3 or motiyes can in 

any ſituation, be aſſigned for addreſſing qur. prayers or praiſes | 
to God, on our own private account, they are all conſpiri 

in the general obligation, for performing the ſame, in behalf 
of our rulers and governors. Are we. obliged to pray for 
ourſelves, and others, in obedience to a divine command? 
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i Cpplicatiing e giving bel thinks 
alt that are in e 5 


bo made for kings aa 


FA 


Azz we bound by all the ties of gratitude, to bleſs God, 5 


for our friends and benefactors, and for thoſe eſpecially #2 
them, to whom, we can make no other return? How power-- 


fully does this conſideration operate, to inforce this great 


price in favor of our public patrons and benefactors; 


benefactors, in the hig heſt ſenſe of the word, God's vicege- 7 


rents upon earth, for the benefit: of. his creatures; che com- 
mon fathers; and guardians of mann now 


Doxs not charity require of us, to crave tl the bleſſing wy 


God, in behalf of thoſe; whoſe ſituation in the world is ex- 
poſed to dangers and difficulties, and beſet with temptati- 


ons? Kings and the rulers of this world, alaſs l are even the 
objects of our charity. Difficulties,” and temptations are the 


obvious conditions of diſtinguiſhed greatneſs; the 


pre eminence of envied majeſty. But does our intereſt coin 


cide with our duty, when we prefet our devotions, for thoſe, 


whoſe happineſs | is inſeparably connected with our; own ? : 
pon us, for this 


Here again, princes have the firſt demand upon 
grateful tribute of our Peg! They are intruſted with the 
moſt ſacred depoſit, for the public happineſs; and indeed 
owe all the luſtre of. their My to the Juft (cop: of 
it. 


Abs: thus: Kiqlorted: by every 1 OT fram . 
and reaſon both, ſtands; the important duty of praying for 
kings, and all that are in authority. Conſcience directs it; 
gratitude recommends it; charity perſuades i it; and intereſt 
endears it. It is: the laſt of theſe, which the text more im 
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immediate attention, 4 Un 40 . blemih, . he e 


r to the practice of this ; ; „ that we may lead a 
<« quiet, and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and boneſty.” 
This brings the matter home to Every one of us, and es 
the duty {ll more. amiable, becauſe Kill more incereſt> , 
E and ee bade been tha. pains, taken by ws. 
| litical theoriſts, to furniſh the world 9 9 à juſt idea of | 
the true nature and end, as well as the riſe and ori gin of 
civil government. Whether by compact original, or xt 4 
divine; whether to be the ſcourges of a profligate race of _ 
ſlaves, or the patrons and friends of the liberties of man- 
kind, has been matter of doughty controverſy, concernj- 
ing kings and government; and yet I know not, whether a 
fairer reſolution of the point in queſtion can be given, than 
what our apoſtle has given, in the words before us, 


that we may lead a quiet, and peaceable life, in all god- 
44 linefs and honeſty. Our prayers are to keep pace with 
our conſtitutional intereſt. Our conſtitutional intereſt is to 
be both the end, and meaſute of government. Our obedi- 
ence is to be commenſurate to our protection, and our re- 
Nu for that protection, conſcientioully and devoutly dif- 
char 
_ thus we may be enabled, under the ſafe ſhelter of 
government, to lead a quiet, and peaceable life, in all god- 
lineſs and honeſty, 1. e. through the juſt and prudent ad mini- 
ſtration of it, we may be in a capacity of receiving the na- 
tural, and . fruits of government, peace and 
good order; the preſervation of our moſt holy religion; and 


the ſecurity of our. property, P the fuppart, and infor 


Ce- 


ment of moral honeſt . Tu 


"XP"? 


"Tex ili ig hls, 3 is PEACE AND TRANQUILITY; | 
a bleſſing, derived peculiarly upon us, from our governors. 
We are born into a world, where there is no fuch thing, 
as pleaſure or en njoyment, comfort or ſecu ecurity, but in peace 
and unity. Hiftories of paſt times may us, did not 
reaſon dictate to us; ſelf-defenſe nl desen us, did not 
experience convince us, that divifions weaken, animoſities 
undermine, - and contentions deftroy the foundations of all 
ſociety; that peace, and good neighbourhood are to indivi- 
duals, what public tranquility is to ſtates and kingdoms, 
the moſt natural ſource of all our proſperity ; the NP 
ſoil to liberty ; the kindlieſt climate to religion. 

To this ſource alone, we ftand indebted, and a noble 
obligation it is, for the very floriſhing ſtate of our com- 
merce, l apace up to our natural capacity, for ex- 
tending it; for the improvement of our manufactures, to 
that degree of exquiſitneſs, and perfection, which beſ 
both an ingenious, and induſtrious people; for the cultiva- 
tion of the liberal arts and ſciences, which does honor to 
any people; and indeed for all the advantages, which 
tend either to the conveniency, or the ornament of — 
lite. | | 
Tux man of fortunes, and property fits ite! his own 
vine, and his own fig-tree, in the full enjoyment of all the 

bleſſings, which providence has allotted to his ſhare. Inde- 
pendant on doubtful, or hazardous events; unanxious a- 
bout the devious nad of public credit, that delicate 
Creature of Rate: diſengaged of all that cumbrous bad of 

public expenſe, eſſential to the vigorous operations of war, 
he can appropriate the product, or divert the fuperfluity 
of his 2 to every 9 purpofe ; ſmooth the face of 


nature; 
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nature civilize the manners of the people; e che in 
digent; employ the honeſt and induſtrious; 5. and all forth. | 
the lazy to activity. 
Tux man of none, the innocent contented 
cure too in the full enjoyment of the fruits of his honeſt la- 
bor, and unawed. by the ſhocking apprehenſions, of being 
torn from his family and friends, by the hideous call of war, 

ſtrains every ſinew for the public ſervice, with chearfulneſs, 
and bleſſes that „ to whoſe protection he feels 
himſelf indebted, for all the conveniences, and comforts of | 
life. 

INDEED in, a country, like our own, the very genius of the 
laws, and the conſtitution of the ſtate, civil and religious, 
plainly dictate both the prudence, and the piety of recom- 

mending our princes to the more immediate care of heaven. 

The rights of peace, and war are the fettled. prerogatives 
of the crown ; the higheſt privilege of a created being, that 
of aſſerting and maintaining the liberties of mankind ; but 
then by this delegated power, at the ſame time. that they 
are inabled to become the guardian angels, they may prove 
the peſts, and ſcourges of their ſubjects. 

Mis rARESs even in judgment; haſtineſs, or even delay in 
counſils; even the honeſt partiality to their own country, 
and their own ſyſtem; apart from all the conſiderations of 
ambition, or bigotry, may involye their people in all the 
calamities of war; and connected once with thoſe, may tempt 
them, at. ſame evil hour, to trample upon the very liberties, 
they were intended to aſſert. I am much miſtaken, if one or 
„ of theſe, if perhaps all of them contributed not to 
that wretched face of things, in which the GLORIOUS 
au. of this day, found theſe kingdoms. 
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MrsTaxen I cannot be, before a people, ſo ſenſible of 
the iniquity of thoſe times, and to ſpeak the truth, ſo grate- 
ful for their deliverance, in recommending the religious, as 
well as the political remembrance, of fo viſible an interpo- 
ſition of providence in our behalf; in exhorting, that 
giving of thanks. be made to God, for ſo great a king, as 
his providence then ſet over us, and for ſuch wiſe, honeſt 
and faithful, counſilors, as were then, happily for theſe 
kingdoms, in authority. 
Bur perhaps religious acknowledgment will be beſt ex 
eited by the ſenſe we have, and the experience we feel, of 
religious protection. And this is the very next motive, the 
text ſuggeſts for our prayers, and thank(ſgivings for kings, 
and all that are in authority, that we may lead a 
« quiet, and peaceable life, in all GODLINESS.” 

AnD indeed, when the former of theſe bleſſings is not 
fanctified by the latter, it becomes a very inſipid, uninte- 
reſting acquiſition; for where is the privilege of external 
peace and ſecurity, to either our perſons or our properties, 
whilſt the mind, unacquainted with the true nature of God, 
and unpractiſed in his worſſip, receives them as the mere 
effects of chance, or the ordinary courſe of nature; and 
employs them only as the inſtruments of ſenſual gratification, 
or to extend perhaps the regions of ſuperſtition and barba- 
HRE again, it has been the wiſdom of almoſt. every le- 
giſlature, to add all poſſible dignity, and ſplendor to the 
crown, by inriching it with the moſt precious jewel, that 
can. adorn it, the patronage and protection of religion. In- 
deed, did not the civil conſtitution of ſtates and kingdoms 
fix it there, the eminence of ſuch exalted ſituations, * in- 

uence 


2 


fluence of their authority, and the perſuaſion of their ex- 
amples, would naturally point them out for the guardians, and 
advocates of religion. Their authority of courſe fixes the 
ſtandard of public behaviour, nor is there almoſt a ſingle 
action, in the compaſs of their whole lives, which, conſi- 
dered in all its regards, can be called indifferent. 
I ux protection and encouragement then, of true religion, 
are greatly in the hands of the magiſtrate, but the misfortune 
is, ſo is the corruption, and abuſe of it too. Falſe religion 
may chance to ſhelter itſelf behind the throne, as well as the 
true; and ſhould infidelity or indifferenee, bigotry or ſu- 
perſtition, enthuſiaſm or fanaticiſm, get poſſeſſion there, 
their reſpective complexions will ſhew themſelves in the bulk 
of the people. True religion will droop and languiſh; the 
good, and virtuous muſt be under proportionable diſcourage- 
ment; and the ſober ſincere worſhipper left to downright deſ- - 
pondence. Theſe kingdoms have had ſevere experience of 
each of theſe corruptions, in its turn, and gone the ſeveral 
ſtages of them all, in a blind compliance with weak, or 
wicked governors. 1 

SUPPLICATIONS,, and interceſſions for our governors, in 
this view of their importance to us, are juſt as much the re- 
ſult of our intereſts, as the dictate of our conſciences. If 
the great object of true religion be, that men ſhould live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly and godlily in the preſent world, the ru- 
lers of this world are intitled to our prayers, that they may 
never Joſe ſight of ſo intereſting an object. The face of 
religion, as well as the ſubſtance of it, muſt be preſerved, 
to preſerve order. and decency, and every aid, that piety, 
as well as virtue, can adminiſter, towards keeping up a ſenſe 
of God and religion, called in to the ſupport of it. 
Tas 


inn 

Tux puniſhment of wickedneſs and vice, the mainten-- 
ance of true religion and virtue, are the fundamentals of 
ſuch a godly diſcipline. Every approach to exceſs; every 
opening made to indecency; every inlet to immorality, 
are to be minutely watched. All attempts upon the eſta- 
bliſhed worſhip; every innovation in doctrine; every cor- 
ruption in diſcipline, to be animadverted; and ſhould ſuch 
a monſter, as open profaneneſs and blaſphemy, in our very 
ſtreets, appear, ſhould the humor once prevail, of handing 
out ſome of the moſt ſacred inſtitutes of our church, in 
public burleſque and ridicule, it is high time to be alarmed 
for our religion, whatever becomes of our good policy. 

Ir was liberty, and not licentiouſneſs; it was not to ſet 
men looſe from all reſtraint, but to reſtrain them only within 
fixt bounds of wholſom laws; it was the extirpation of the 
worſt of all religions, and not an indifference to the eſta- 
bliſhed religion; toleration with our tender brethren, and 
no indulgence to profligate ones; charity to ſcruples, diffi- 
dent and modeſt, and no condeſcenſion to fanatic petulancy, - 
that were the main objects, and ever will be the juſt glory 

of the REVOLUTION. 
ExNrHVsTAsA had reared its creſt too high, in the times 
of confuſion and anarchy, to have farther ſhelter given it, 
than. forbearance. SUPERSTITION had been wantoning in - 
the ſun-ſhine of power, too infolently, to admit of any longer 
ſufferance. Between theſe two rocks, The REFORMED 
RELIGION, in its pretenſions modeſt, and in its perſuits 
temperate, ſteered at this criſis, and the conſtitution balanced 
itſelf between the laws and the goſpel. Well tempered zeal, 
for pure uncorrupted chriſtianity, joined its forces with the 
true ſpirit of liberty; and juſt when we were ſinking under the 

D : weight 


of ſuperſtition, and brief power, animated the glorious 
ſtrugg * that ended in the deſtruction of both. 
= is then the proper ſubje& of this day's feſtivity, to re- 


collect, from what a hideous calamity, we, of this church 
and nation, have twice been reſcued by the good providence 
of God; what a reſtleſs ſpirit that is, in the church of 
Rome, ever at work to countermine the intereſt of the beſt 
church, and the pureſt worſhip in the chriſtian world ; in 
what a variety of ſhapes, it has all along ſhewed itſelf ; nei- 
ther aſhamed, under the maſk of religion, to concert con- 
ſpiracies, dark as the wicked authors of them, nor to take 
the * under ſuperſtition's banner, in open arms a- 


Ir hs chriſtian world at length be well nigh rid of cruſades 
and pilgrimages, thoſe quixotiſms in religious chivalry ; if holy 
wars, that pious ſoleciſm in boly-church politicks, be now 
no more; yet pious frauds; corruption in faith; ſuperſti- 
tion in worſhip ; error in doctrine, and editions principles 
in government, have furniſhed all along work for our kings 
and counſilors, and matter of prayer and ſupplication, for 
ourſelves, ſufficient for all our attention. 'The triumph of 
our religion over them, the fixing it at-laſt upon the ſure 
foundations of univerſal 3 ſcriptural proof, and ra- 
tional evidence, are the proper ſubjects of this day's thankſ- 
giving. 

AnD connected ſtr ialy with this conſideration, is the third 
and laſt bleſſing, for which the text pronounces us indebted 
to civil goyernment, and which therefore challenges our re- 
ligious homage to God, in behalf of kings, and all that are 

in authority; and that is, the ſecurity of our Property, by 
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the inforcement of moral HONESTY ; - that we may lead a 
quiet, and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty,” 
AND this indeed is the very idea of all government ; the 
very meaſure, by which the reſpective excellencies, of all 
the different forms and modes of it, ſubſiſting in the world, 
may beſt be aſcertained; for in the {api or leſs degree, 
that this end is ſecured, the more or leſs perfect is the conſti 
tution of any government. | 
Ir was to curb the lawleſs, unruly paſſions of men; to 
protect the perſon, and the property of the weak, from the 
inſolence, and oppreſſion of the more powerful invader; to 
combine, and appropriate all the ſeveral gifts, and talents of 
individuals, for the public emolument; to regulate the 
enormities, and exceſſes of uncultivated nature; and to 
cheriſh and reward the zeal, and induſtry of thoſe, who 
ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves, by a love of their fellow- 
creatures, that were the firſt, and moſt obvious motives to 
form mankind into ſocieties 
To carry theſe, the more effectually, into execution, it 
was neceſſary, at firſt ſight, that many of their natural 
rights ſhould be ceded to others, whom ſuperior virtue, for- 
titude and abilities pointed out, as the objects of public 
choice, for leaders and governors; that equal nature ſhould 
be ruled by equal laws; that every violation of public uti- 


lity ſhould be cognizable at the tribunal of public juftice ; 
and that all dolle 


e reſpe& and reverence, conſiſtent with 


public good, ſhould be ſecured to the perſon, and charac- 
ter of the magiſtrate, : 


Uron theſe principles, have been built, no doubt, all 
the various fabricks of civil policy, which have been found 
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in the world; and how imperfectly ſoever ſome of them 
ſeem calculated to attain thoſe ends, or how perverſel "Ih 
ver many of the moſt eſſential of them may be — 95 
either by the prev alent uſage of a ſyſtem, originally bad, or 
what is oftner the caſe, by the iniquitous adminiſtration of 
a good one, yet the protection of the ſubje&, by the in- 
forcement of moral honeſty, is, I conceive, of the very 
eſſence of civil ſociety, equally neceſſary to its exiſtence, 
and ſupport. 

EI notwithſtanding all theſe excellent foundations: not- 
withſtanding all the precautions, with which, human wiſ-- 
dom has fenced and guarded them, unleſs both the wiſdom, 
and integrity of thoſe, that are in authority, conſpire in 
the adminiſtration of them, and laws are made to exert 
their due force, by a vigorous execution, the ends. of go- 
vernment are ſtill defeated. 

Ir the ſubject think himſelf at liberty to deſpiſe magiſtrates,” 
violates the 3 and invades the pro perty of others, with 
impunity, magiſtracy bears the ſword in vain, and dwindles 
inſenſibly into contempt. If lawful rulers once ſet themſelves. 
above law, or conceive themſelves at liberty to diſpenſe with. 
its genuine operations, the ſubje& is reduced to a perhaps 
worſe condition, than anarchy it-ſelf, with all its confuſion, 
could have introduced. 

W need go no farther back, than to the reign of the 
laſt King JAMES, for the uk of this e in 
our own particular government; no deeper, than to the 
feelings of our fathers, for the wretchedneſs of ſuch a ſitu- 
ation. It is a much more pleaſing retroſpect, to ſurvey the. 


principles, admire the wiſdom, and adore the a? : 
ot 
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of thoſk counſils, which retrieved his fatal meaſures. We 
. ſhall then know, how to ſet a juſt value upon a conſtitution, 
ſo proy identially reſcued ; upon laws, ſo firmly maintained; 
upon liberties, fo ſecurely guarded; and upon a religion, 0 
miraculouſly reftored to us; and bleſs the hand, which la- 
iſhed ſo much blood and treaſure, of its own, to purchaſe, 
for us, ſo invaluable an inheritance. 

Ws ſhall learn, what true fortitude true religion inſpires ; 
what incredible exploits the glorious cauſe of liberty can at- 
chieve; what the native gallantry of our countrymen, 
upon the true principles of loyalty, can enterprize ; and 
what a brave proteſtant people, with a magnanimous pro- 
teſtant prince at the head of them, can execute. 

Wx ſhall ſee the propriety, the prudence, the efficacy of 
our prayers, and thankſgivings for kings, and all «ng are 
in authority; for if there be not a people, more jealous of 
their liberties, and their religion, than we, neither has any 
people, under heaven, more well-grounded confidence, of 
ſeeing them all tranſmitted to lateſt poſterity, under the beſt 
of princes, and the mildeſt of adminiſtrations. 


« GOD ALMIGHTY give us the.grace, and the ind 
to ſee thoſe things, which belong to our peace, before 

they be hid from our eyes; inſpire into our hearts the 
<« true love of our country; the moft facred reverence, 
* and honor for our governors; and the trueſt zeal for 
« our religion; endue our rulers with the love of their 
<« people; the love of virtue, and the love of liberty; 
<« and ſanctify all their labors, for the public good, with 
<« the firm principle of conſcience and religion! THAT 
« WE MAY LEAD A QUIET, AND PEACEABLE 
« LIFE, IN ALL GODLINESS, AND HONESTY.” 

THE END: 
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